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Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 September 2004 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1 and 5-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 14-22 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

'6)13 Claim(s) 1. 5-13 and 23-26 is/are rpjortoH 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)dAII b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 

1 . Claims 1 and 5-26 are pending. 

2. Claims 14-22 have been withdrawn. Claims 2-4 have been cancelled. 
Accordingly, claims 1,5-13 and 23-26 are treated here. 

Rejections Withdrawn 

3. The 35 USC 1 1 2 rejection of claims 6-7 for indefiniteness is withdrawn in view of 
the amendments in the 22 September 2004 response ("the last response"). 

4. The 35 USC 1 03 rejection of claims 1 , 5, 8-1 3 and 23-25 over Samuelson et al 
(US 6,165,166) in view of LeFleur et al (US 6.087,442) is withdrawn in view of the 
amendments and arguments made in the last response. 

New Rejections 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1,5-13 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In the last two lines of both claims 1 and 23, the phrase "of said" appears too 
many times. 

Please clarify the claims. 
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7. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to set 
forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Evidence that 
claim 26 fail(s) to correspond in scope with that which applicant(s) regard as the 
invention can be found in the last response, at pages 7-8. In that paper, applicant has 
stated that the tie layer includes a polymeric blend that must be melt-processable, and 
this statement indicates that the invention is different from what is defined in claim 26 
because it does not require that the blend be melt-processable. 
Please clarify the claim. 

Final Rejection 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented ir 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication should be addressed to Sandra M. 
Nolan, at telephone number 571/272-1495. She can normally be reached Monday 
through Thursday, from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm, Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, her supervisor, Harold Pyon, 
can be reached at 571/272-1498. 

The fax number for patent application documents is 703/872-9306. 



S. M. Nolan-Rayford 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 


10055743(20041118) 


